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Your support made 2017 a truly remarkable
year for Health In Harmony. Grounded in our
work in Indonesian Borneo, with guidance and
input from the communities we serve, we
continued to develop win-win solutions for
human and ecosystem health. We also
formalized our participation in the emerging field
of Planetary Health. And our Indonesian partner,
Alam Sehat Lestari (ASRI), celebrated their 10th
anniversary!
Since 2007, we have worked with ASRI to
regenerate rainforest, reverse poverty, and
improve human health in 44 communities
surrounding Gunung Palung National Park
(GPNP). After five years, the number of infant
deaths per 100 households went from 3.4 to 1.1.
After ten years, the number of illegal logging
households was down 89%. This helped protect
crucial habitat for some 2,500 endangered
Bornean orangutans as well as other magnificent
flora and fauna.
In 2017, we joined the Planetary Health Alliance
(PHA). Planetary Health, a cutting-edge field
established in mid-2015 by the RockefellerLancet Commission, addresses the health and
well-being of humans and the health of
ecosystems. We address these different
dimensions of health with integrated approaches:
in fact, by radically listening to communities, and
following their lead for solutions to living in
balance with their local ecosystem, we see
ourselves as Planetary Health in action.
Last year, we also pursued possibilities for
replicating our model. We conducted field
assessments in several high-value ecosystems,
from East Asia to Africa, where communities
expressed interest in finding solutions for their
health needs and those of the planet.
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Letter from the Executive Director

We identified two potential sites: Bukit Baka
Bukit Raya (BBBR) in central Borneo and
Manombo Special Reserve in southeast
Madagascar. Home to a significant orangutan
population, BBBR has many similarities to
GPNP. Manombo Reserve, an area with
incredible biodiversity, is different in many
ways, such as the frequency of natural
disasters and the chronic malnutrition faced by
many Malagasy people. In both locations, we
believe our unique approach to human
development and conservation could deliver
incredible value to people and ecosystems.
Your support in 2017 made all of this possible.
In 2018, we will implement integrated health,
livelihood, and conservation programs at BBBR
and continue to explore possibilities for
Madagascar. With your help, our activities in
these new sites will change lives for the better,
protect vital rain forests and endangered
species, and help us scale our unique
approach globally. Thank you for your
continued support!
With gratitude,

Jonathan Jennings
Executive Director
PS. Read on for ways that you can get involved
in 2018!

5 Achievements You Made Possible in 2017
Your gift protected forests and supported
families.
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In 2017, more than 50 chainsaws were purchased
through ASRI’s Chainsaw Buyback program. Your
investment allowed loggers to put down their chainsaws
once and for all and – with entrepreneurship mentoring
– start their own small businesses like barbershops and
corner stores in the community.
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Your gift started a new
partnership at BBBR.
We launched a partnership with
International Animal Rescue
(IAR) to provide health care and
sustainable livelihood training
for communities near Bukit Baka
Bukit Baka National Park in
Borneo, to stop deforestation
and transform the rain forest
into a safe place to release
rehabilitated orangutans.

Your gift saved lives.
With the new Community
Hospital and Training Center
building up and running,
ASRI was able to expand
their in-patient services and
treat 4,723 patients, hire a
midwife, and provide a safe
place for 15 babes to be
born.

We conducted assessments across Indonesia,
the Philippines, and at Manombo Reserve, one
of the last remaining areas of coastal rainforest
in Madagascar. The communities steward
incredibly valuable ecosystems but need basic
health care, alternative livelihoods, and climate
resilience desperately. We hope to support their
solutions for a healthy planet.

ASRI again conducted radical
listening meetings this year with
communities for feedback on
our
programs.
Community
members are happy with health
care and livelihoods services
and want to expand the creative
reforestation
methods
that
decrease logging and generate
alternative income.
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Your gift is bringing our model to
communities around the world.

Your gift supported radical
listening meetings.
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*Scouting trips to identify new sites, sending medical professionals
to ASRI to support capacity development, developing educational
material to train people interested in our unique approach.

Thank you for an incredible year!
Here are three ways you can continue your commitment in 2018:
Become an Ironwood

Come Visit Borneo!

By committing to a monthly, quarterly, or
yearly gift, you become an Ironwood – a
member of our essential recurring giving
program. It is named for one of the strongest
trees in Indonesia, supporting the entire
rainforest ecosystem. Visit
healthinharmony.org/donate to join!

Spread the Word

In 2018, we’re expanding the types of trips
we’re offering from field courses for
undergraduate and graduate students and
faculty from all fields to professional
exchanges for medical and other
professions. And even if you don’t fit into
either of those categories, we love having
supporters visit our partner ASRI to see their
impact in action! We can tailor an
extraordinary travel experience to your
interests and schedule.

Follow us on social media, share our posts,
and forward our eNewsletter to your friends
and family - help reach new audiences with
a story of hope for the planet.

Contact amy@healthinharmony.org to find
out how you can travel with a purpose and
learn firsthand about our innovative
approach to planetary health.
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